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THE SCHOOLS IN OUR
FEDERATION

The Christmas Truce has
become one of the most
famous and mythologised
events of the First World
War. But what was the
real story behind the
truce? Why did it happen
and did British and Ger-
man soldiers really play
football in No Man's Land?

Late on Christmas Eve 1914,
men of the British Expedition-
ary Force (BEF) heard Ger-
man troops in the trenches

opposite them singing carols
and patriotic songs and saw
lanterns and small fir trees
along their trenches. Messag-
es began to be shouted be-
tween the trenches.

One of the stories that

emerged from the event was
that, in the quiet of Christmas
Eve night, some young Ger-
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me n o prevail ecshort hours before. They

troops on both sides sensed
their common humanity.

The following day, was De-
cember 25, 1914, only 5
months into World War |I.
German and British soldiers,
already sick and tired of the
senseless killing, disobeyed
their superiors and frater-
nized with "the enemy" along
two-thirds of the Western
Front (a crime punishable by
death in times of war). Ger-
man troops held Christmas
trees up out of the trenches
wi t h signs
Christmaséo.
troops streamed across a RO
man's land strewn with rot-
ting corpses. British and Ger-
man soldiers met in No Man's
Land and gave gifts, shared
food rations, took and ex-
changed photographs of love
ones back home, sang Christ-
mas carols, even roasted pi
and played some imprompfu
games of football. They also
buried casualties and repaired
trenches and dugouts.

Soldiers embraced men they
had been trying to kill a few

Ry

s a making:
T I their brotherhood with each

agreed to warn each other if
their officers and superiors
forced them to fire their
weapons, and to aim high to
ensure no one was hit and
killed.

The truce was not observed
everywhere along the West-
ern Front. Elsewhere the
fighting continued and casual-
ties did occur on Christmas
Day. Some officers were un-
happy at the truce and wor-
ried that it would undermine
fighting spirit, a disaster in the
soldiers declaring

other and refusing to fight.
Generals on both sides de-
clared this spontaneous peace
-making to be treasonous and
subject to court martial.

After 1914, the High Com-
mands on both sides tried to
prevent any truces on a simi-
lar
Despite this, there were
some isolated incidents of
soldiers holding brief truces
later in the war, and not only
at Christmas.

Continued on back page ...
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World War 1 Reading Project ...

This term, the focus for the

Nebula reading project was

World War 1 to commemo-

rate 100 years since the end

of the First World War. Chil-

drenin Years 5 and 6 focused

on the book

Michael Morpurgo which was
thoroughly enjoyed by staff

and children.

read 6Wher e
Now Grow, 0 a
by Hilary Robinson. They

loved following the story of
two friends who became sol-
diers.
Alongside the books, an in-
quiry study was carried out.
At White Woman Lane
School children followed the
journey of four WWI heroes
and created a museum exhibi-
tion to show their different
experiences. These included
Edith Cavell (a nurse from
Norfolk) and Ernest Ellis (a
Norwich City footballer who
signed up to war).
All the children then created
some wonderful pieces of
work for an exhibition. Year
6 displayed some very emo-
tive letters and Year 5 creat-
ed some fantastic artefacts for
Edith Cavell. Year 4 wrote
s ome poignant
poems and Year 3 amazed us
with some incredible thank
you letters to The First
World War Generation. A
superb week which had every
child 6hookedd
Year 6 pupils at WWL and
Old Catton were also fortu-
nate to watch a performance
of War Horse at Milton
Keynes Theatre.

some beautiful poppy al
They each made a quarter
a poppy. When displays
together, they looked reall

effective. 0

Mary Board,

Class 2 Teacher,
Frettenham.

Years 3 and 4 has been looking at the effect
t that the War had on the peo-

At Old Catton Junior the
children have been reading
these texts in their Guided
Reading lessons and have
completed a sequence of °
Iessons about letter writing

plots of the stories. In the =%
afternoon lessons, each clas

p ple of Norfolk and they have
been using the creative curric-
ulum to explore the journey
that each of these people
(both real and fictional) have
endured. Each class has bee
working to create and collate

a set of bartel
refl ect t he chf
neys.

During reading week Class 3 looke
at fictional people left behind duri

the First World War. One of these
included a person who worked wit
horses in Devon like the character ¢

Albert in the book we were reading

Here the children are researchi
Devon and the other seven countig
the characters are from.

Roxy Mason, Class 3, Frettenham.

6Class 1 went i nft
Poppy at the local military hospi- ,
tal during World War 1. They
learned basic first aid; wrote
letters and diary entries from
Poppyds point of
a O06Ceremony of
brate the Armistice.Here they
are with their commemorative

pl ague and Medal

Stacey Keeler
Class 1 Teacher.
Frettenham.
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' The Trenches
. i P it

proach, we met characters from Norwich some real
and some fictional. We explored the different roles of
these characters throughout the war and created a vari-
ety of individua and collective pieces. The children
were humbled and respectful to all those that served
and empathised greatly with the different sacrifices peo-
ple made. .
In our special Remembrance Service with Reverend
Rosemary, we learnt about the symbolism of the poppy
and how we can continue to learn from legacies from
100 years ago.
As a culmination to the week, we wrote letters to the
different characters we met and have created a beautiful

display in school, showcasing some of the best work
from all four classes.

At St . Faiths®é6 Primary wusieng our

Year 6 Horsford Primary ¢
Pupils made their own WW1
trenches after reading War KHorse




Residential Trips ...

Residential trips are an important

part of our curriculum and offer us
opportunities to engage the children
in different activities and environment
away from the school. Core values
like resilience, responsibility and inde-
pendence can be developed through
the activities we undertake and we
often see the children on return to
school showing, increased confidence
in the way they approach their learn-
ing. -

This October the 3 Harnser schools :

took 66 Year 5 and 6 children to a
new activity centre called Norfolk
Lakes. Over the 2 days they packed in|
9 activities from Giant stand up paddle
boarding to caving. The schools
worked closely with the centre to
enable as many of the children to ac-
cess the trip as possible, whether it is
financial support for families or adapt-
ing the activity to suit the specific
needs of a child. By working together,
most challenges are able to be over-
come or at least managed to allow the
children as much participation as pos-
sible. Hopefully for lots of the children
they had a trip which was memorable
and certainly enjoyable too.

In November, children in Year 6 at
Horsford Primary School visited the
Kingswood Centre at Overstrand Hall
as part of their end of KS2 residential.
The instructors were given the chal-
|l enge of improving
building and problem solving skKills.
The children took part in range of
activities including rock climbing, boul-
dering, orienteering, archery, den

building, nightline,

ladder (a climbing challenge) and laser
tag. The weather was very kind to the
group allowing them to spend the
whole three days outside to

ochallenge themsel ves

lead instructor, Ross, explained that
this meant they would set the children
a challenge on each activity and it was
up to the children to decide how far
they went with that challenge. The
children worked together in two
groups encouraging each other to
push themselves as far as they could.
For some children that meant just
getting onto the climbing wall, for
others it meant reaching the top! Mrs
Kirton was really pleased with the
progress the children made in just
three days and has brought some of
the techniques the instructors used to
promote independent thinking back to
use at school. It was an amazing expe-
rience for all involved and the children
have returned with wonderful memo-
ries of their time at Kingswood.
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o Norfolk Lakes, Kingswood and Hilltop ...

In November, and being very lucky This November it was also time for
with the weather, Year 5, Miss one of the highlights of Year 5 at
Strange, Miss Cooper, Miss Reeves, White Woman Lane - the Hilltop
Mr. Henderson and Mr. Semmens residentiall All the children had a
from OId Catton headed to Hilltop in  fantastic time enjoying, and challeng-
Sheringham for a 3 day residential. ing, themselves. They took part in
Over the 3 days the children got stuck many exciting activities including Big
into their activities. A rotation of crate  Zipper, tree top trail, assault course,
stacking, archery, the assault course, archery, bikes, team tasks and many
team tasks (problem solving), the big more. Staff observed many acts of
zipper, orienteering and high ropes bravery, kindness and teamwork from
meant that as well as hitting a lot of the children as some overcame fears
the curriculum the children were able of heights, learned to ride or pushed
to work together in teams to over- themselves as far as they could. The
come challenges. Shaky legs at the top children learnt a lot about working
of the trapeze and instructors coaxing together, and being responsible for
the children over the edge of the plat- organising themselves and their things!
form on the big zipper were all part of The school received many compli-
the children coming away feeling like ments from the instructors about how
theydod really ach fantastic our children were to work A
few nights of broken sleep for the with which was fantastic to hear.
teachers and some exhausted but Well done to Year 5 for such a bril-
more confident children emerged liant effort, and a big thank you to all
from school on Friday afternoon to the staff who volunteered their time
the welcoming arms of their families. to enable the children to have this
There were lots of smiles and great opportunity.
memories made. On the last evening,
after Miss Strange led the campfire
songs up on the hill, and just before
bed time, Mr. Semmens asked the
children to put their hands up if they
had achieved something on the trip; RESCERRVIIQeE SRR E R
the sea of raised hands was all the BENAURIEICECIESESlsllele-VilaloR-Nelgll[sRie

proof we wanted to see. An amazing- [eeetCRIEECE RN UES
ly successful trip!

Old Catton Junior School

13.. The Wobbly Lebigh ropes

Harnser Schools
2. The rifle range
3. Fencing

5. Team work task
6. Canoeing

7. Climbing wall

8. Caving

' o o) T F 4 Horsford Primary
White Woman Lane . J : 4 1. Climbing wall
: . \ : ' : 4. Team work task
11. Challengec | i mbi ng t h : o n j - : 9. Climbing challenge
12. Team workcan we all fit on here? s : o * 10. The group shot
16. Ready in our safety equipment .. S Y ; ¥




Images of Christmas 2018 ...
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Shakespeare Schools Festival

Horsford Primary °
The charity, Shakespeare Schools ¢

Festival, is the U A Comedy of Errors
ma festival. Four of the schools in the

Nebula Partnership took part in the
Shakespeare Schools Festival this
term; Horsford Primary, Old Catton
Junior, White Woman Lane and Fret-
tenham Primary. Each school per-
formed a hathour abridged version of

a Shakespeare play at the Norwich
Playhouse, on the professional stage
with a full audience of family and
friends.

Shakespeare Schools Festival aims to
engage children through an active way
of learning. In preparing and perform-
ing the plays our pupils learn about
Shakespeare's language, themes and
characters but they learn much more
besides. They learn to embrace the
diverse characters, styles and stories
of Shakespeare and the stories are
made accessible to them through this

White Woman Lane
process. This project also unites the The Taming of the
cast and performing in a professional Shrew
theatre on a real stage to a live audi-

ence can also make the experience

fun, or terrifying, hilarious or deeply
moving, and all of the above!

Old Catton Junior
Frettenham Primary Much Ado About
Macbeth Nothing




