Geography – The Americas (biomes and climate zones)
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Introduce Inquiry:
The British Museum is sending you on an expedition through a country in North or South America to gather information for an exhibit. What questions do you have?

Gather questions they have about our trip and add them to our working wall.

North America, South America, climate, biomes
	Locate 
- Where could we go?

Y4 LO: To use digital maps to locate countries and physical features.
- Google Maps
- locate countries and colour in topography

Y5/6 LO: To locate physical and human features with increasing accuracy using different maps.
- Google maps, a globe and an atlas
- countries, capital cities and topographical features

Continents, countries, capital cities, topography, digital map, atlas, globe
	Climate Zones
- Where could we go?

Y4 LO: To examine, question and analyse tables and maps with keys.
Polar, temperate, arid, tropical, Mediterranean, mountainous

Y5/6 LO: To examine, question and analyse a range of evidence (maps, globe, Koppen System and data).
Circle of latitude, hemisphere, equator, Koppen System, polar, temperate, subtropics, continental, dry, tropical

- Use evidence to fill in a table of information about N/S American cities in different climate zones.
- Maths: read and interpret data on tables
	Biomes
- Where could we go?

Y4 LO: To understand that different places have similar/different characteristics.
- Research the characteristic for these biomes: the desert (Chile) and tundra (Alaska). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]- List similarities and differences

Y5/6 LO: To give reasons for different places having similar/different characteristics.
- Research the characteristic for these biomes: deciduous forest (Canada) and rainforest (Brazil). 
- Explain similarities and differences

Deciduous forest, taiga forest, grassland, tundra, rainforest, desert, savannah, ice
	Research & Present
- What is the Amazon Rainforest like?

LO: To research and present information about the Amazon Rainforest.
- I can find and select relevant info
-  I can identify info on maps
-  I can come to accurate conclusions 
Y4: bar graph to record change over time
Y5/6: line graph to record change over time
Y6: self-selected multimedia representations

- Computing: Online research 
- Maths: Present data as a line or bar graph 

Rainforest, data, biome, climate, tropical, humid, seasons
	Environmental Change
- What did we find out?

LO: To recognise how people affect the environment and explain my views on environmental change and geographical issues.

They go on their expedition through the Amazon Rainforest. They come across a palm tree farm which has replaced acres of rainforest. They meet with the farmer to discuss the impact on plants, animals and climate change. 
Deforestation, biome, endangered species, habitats, climate change 

- Write: letter
- Science: living things and their habitats
- PSHE: positive actions 
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