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READING 
Guided Reading 
Read ‘Great Barrier Reef’ 
[emailed and on Seesaw]. 
Answer the questions and post 
them on Seesaw. 

Class Book  
Miss Williams will read a book to 
you on Seesaw and will set some 
questions/tasks for you to 
complete and post on Seesaw. 

Reading About This Topic 
If you’re interested in this topic, 
then take a look at the list of 
recommended info texts, stories 
and activity books [attached]. 

WRITING 
Imagine you’ve gone diving down to see the Great Barrier Reef. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Gioc3QAJ7s 
Describe your mesmerising experience using amazing language. 

Planning 
• Take a look at the example of 
a vivid description (attached). 
• Use the images and video to 
list the things you could describe. 
• Jot down some descriptive 
words and phrases.  

Writing 
• Write a rough draft of your 
description. 
• Maybe use a thesaurus (book 
or online) to help you choose 
fancy descriptive words. 

Editing 
• Make a final draft, presented 
beautifully with illustrations. 
• You could write it using your best 
joined handwriting or present it on 
Word with nice fonts and images. 
 

MATHS 

Deep Dive Missions 
Can you use your times tables to 
complete these missions? 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/su
bmarine-math.html  
 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/nu
mber-diving.html  

Freezing Temperatures 
Click on this link to watch videos 
about negative numbers. Can 
you complete the quiz? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/t
opics/znwj6sg/articles/zxthnbk  

Mysteries of the Deep 
Can you solve these maths 
puzzles about fish, divers and 
octopuses?  
(attached) 
 

 
 

EXPECTATIONS 
Daily activities (approx. ½ hour):   1x Maths   1x Reading   1x Writing / Spelling  

          
Maths 
Maths Tasks 
Times Tables  
 SumDog (online) 
 TT Rockstars (online)  
 nrich maths (online) 
 CPG homework book 
 Home-pack sheets 
 Times tables booklet 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/t

opics/zd2f7nb/articles/zn2y7nb  

Reading 
Reading Tasks 
Free Reading 
 Guided Reading  
 Class book video on Seesaw 
 Texts about this topic (below) 
 Your own choice of texts 
 Oxford Owl (online) 
 https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/ho

melearning  

Writing / Spelling   
Writing Tasks 
Spellings 
 Spelling Frame (online) 
 Spellzone (online) 
 Spelling Shed (online) 
 Vocabulary Ninja (online) 
 Home-pack sheets 
 Word searches & crosswords 
 ‘Bananagrams’ & ‘Articulate’ 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/t

opics/zkbkf4j/articles/zbm8scw 

Bitesize Daily lessons and challenges: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 
 

Twinkl teaching resources and activities: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/ 
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THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 
Geography & DT 

 

Research 
What plants and animals live in 
the Great Barrier Reef? 
David Attenborough: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes
/b06vbz1l 
https://www.attenboroughsreef.com
/experience_intro.php 
National Geographic: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=ZiULxLLP32s&safe=active 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=wbNeIn3vVKM&safe=active 
You could watch Finding Nemo! 
 

Design 
You’re going to make an ocean 
‘biome box’ using a cereal box 
or shoebox to recreate the Great 
Barrier Reef. 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/bwa
ldo/ocean-diorama/ 
 
Sketch your design ideas and 
label with materials you could 
use. How are you going to make 
your background (paint, colour, 
collage…)? How could you 
suspend sea creatures? 

Create 
How are you going to make your 
biome box? 
• You’ll need find a box for your 
base (e.g. cereal, shoes, 
amazon,…) 
• You can raid your recycling bin 
for materials. There are so many 
things you can re-use made from 
plastic, card and paper.  
• You can also raid your garden 
for sticks leaves, stones, petals, 
moss… 
 

 

Science 
 

SALTWATER 
Take a look at these different ways of turning saltwater into salt-crystals.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zoh-COQAQM 
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Salt-Crystals 

 
OCEAN CLEAN-UP 

How can you clean up an ocean polluted with oil, plastic and other waste? 
Fill a bowl with water – this is your ocean.  

Uh-oh! Oil spill! Add cooking oil. 
Oh no! A truck has just dumped a load of rubbish. Add some small bits of waste materials (e.g. glitter, rice, 

soot, spices, staples, scrap plastic/paper…) 
How could you remove these waste materials?  

Try different methods: spoon, tongs, sieve, filter, magnet… 
 

Now go save other environments: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6bqkmn/articles/zj7s6v4 
 

 
 

 

PLASTIC POLLUTION 
DT 

Plastic is polluting our oceans and 
affecting the wildlife found in the 

Great Barrier Reef. How could 
you reuse plastic bottles?  

Look at the document ‘Plastic 
Pollution’ emailed and posted on 

Seesaw for ideas. 
 

OCEAN ROBOTS 
Computing 

Find out how artificial intelligence 
(A.I.) can help us to learn about 

our oceans. Can you programme 
this deep-diving robot using 

code? 
https://studio.code.org/s/oceans

/stage/1/puzzle/1 

COLOURFUL CORAL 
Art 

Coral comes in many different 
shapes and colours. Can make 

coral inspired artwork? 
You could do this by painting, 

knitting, printing, sketching, 
computing, sewing or making a 

collage. 
 

 
 
 

KEEPING ACTIVE 
[Try at least two of the following this week. Get your family involved too!] 

Joe Wicks 
Daily workouts on YouTube 

BBC Supermovers 
Choose 2-3 different videos 

Cosmic Kids Yoga 
Available on YouTube 

Real PE  
(password emailed to parents) 

Active Norfolk  
Visit their website for ideas 

Get Outside 
Go for a walk or cycle  
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READING 
Books About This Topic 

 
Here is a range of stories, information texts and activity books all about this topic 

(available on Amazon) 

Information Texts: 

Coral Reefs: National Geographic Readers 

Sailing the Great Barrier Reef: Traveling Wild 

Restoring the Great Barrier Reef: Saving Earth’s Biomes 

Australia Not For Parents (Lonely Planet Kids) 

Ultimate Expeditions Deep-Sea Diver 

Great Barrier Reef: Troubled Treasures World Heritage Site 

Unbelievable Pictures and Facts About The Great Barrier Reef 

Let's Go to the Great Barrier Reef! Fun Animal Facts & Photos 

 

Stories: 

The Mystery on the Great Barrier Reef 

Song Bird: Great Barrier Reef Rescue  

Sea Keepers: Coral Reef Rescue 

Great Reef Games: Race the Wild 

How did Rollo meet his Mother? Stories from the Australian Great Barrier Reef 

Nemo's World: From the Great Barrier Reef and Beyond (Finding Nemo) 

 

Activities: 

The Great Barrier Reef: Using Graphs and Charts to Solve Word Problems (Math for the Real World) 

Puzzle Book Under the Sea: Brain-tickling quizzes, sudokus, crosswords and wordsearches (National 
Geographic Kids Puzzle Books) 

Australia's Great Barrier Reef Colouring Book 

Ocean Animals Sticker Activity Book (National Geographic Kids) 

David Attenborough Great Barrier Reef [DVD] 

Finding Nemo [DVD] 
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WRITING 
 

Take a look at this description written collectively by Year 5 and 6 about the rainforest. 
Can you spot descriptive language that you think is effective? 

Are there any words or phrases you could pinch for your description of the Great Barrier Reef? 
 
 
 

The Amazon Rainforest - what a beauty! I was completely in awe of the 
glorious, glistening greenery that enveloped me in a warm, wet hug. The emerald 
leaves were dripping in raindrop jewels that twinkled in the thin slithers of 
sunlight fighting through the umbrella of trees. The golden crown of the sky 
was throwing down a blanket of heat, causing rivers of sweat to race down my 
face. Whilst I let the sun kiss my skin, my ears were filled with the 
mesmerising singing of the marvellous macaws (the ruby-red kings of the skies). 
The Amazon River caught my eye: it looked smooth like a shiny, reflective 
mirror and glistened like a sea of sapphires. Suddenly, candyfloss-pink dolphins 
danced along the river, spreading gentle ripples. I felt completely mesmerised 
by the magical kingdom.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Can you write a description of the Great Barrier Reef? 
What can you see in these pictures and videos?  

What might you see, hear and feel? 
What animals and plants live there? 

What colours are they?  
What do they look like? 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Gioc3QAJ7s 
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MATHS 
 

Mysteries of the Deep  
Maths Puzzles 

Dive in and put your arithmetic skills to the test! 

 

 
In the sea there are divers, octopuses and fish. 

It’s useful to know for this puzzle that octopuses have 3 hearts and 8 legs (and it’s a cool 
thing to know anyway).  

1. How many eyes would 4 fish have between them? 

2. How many hearts would 3 octopuses have between them? 

3. How many legs would 2 divers and an octopus have between them? 

4. How many eyes would 3 divers and 2 fish have between them? 

As you dive, you discover an undersea cavern… In the cavern, there are 10 hearts, 
18 legs and 12 eyes. 

5. All the legs, hearts and eyes belong to a sea monster called Terry! Can you draw a picture 
of Terry? 

6. If all the 18 legs, 10 hearts and 12 eyes in the cavern belong to divers, octopuses and fish, 
how many divers, octopuses and fish are in the cavern? 
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MATHS 

ANSWERS 
 

Mysteries of the Deep  

1. Fish have 2 eyes, so for this question, you can do 2 x 4 (the number of fish), giving you 8 eyes. 

2. Octopuses have 3 hearts each, so if there are 3 octopuses, you can do 3 x 3, giving you 9 hearts 
in total! 

3. A diver has 2 legs and an octopus 8 legs. Add up the total legs of the divers (2 + 2 = 4) and then 
add 8, giving you 12 legs. 

4. Divers and fish have 2 eyes each. You can work out the total number of eyes for the divers (3 
divers with 2 eyes each, so 3 x 2, giving 6 eyes) and add it to the total number of fish eyes (2 fish 
with 2 eyes each, so 2 x 2 = 4 eyes!), giving 10 eyes in total! 

5. Terry looks awesome!  

6. This question is quite tricky. We know that there are 12 eyes, so there must be 6 individuals in the 
cavern (because fish, octopuses and divers all have 2 eyes each!). 
We can start by thinking about how many octopuses there could be. An octopus has 8 legs, and 
as there are 18 legs, there can’t be more than 3 octopuses (as that would be 24 legs in total). So 
there are either 1, 2, or no octopuses in the cavern. 
If there are no octopuses in the cavern, there must be 9 divers to make up 18 legs (fish don’t have 
legs!). But we know that there are only 6 individuals in the cavern, so this can’t be true. 
If there is 1 octopus in the cavern, there must be 5 divers (8 octopus legs plus 10 human legs, 
giving 18 legs in total). This seems correct… But we know that there are 10 hearts, and one 
octopus (3 hearts) plus 5 diver hearts (5 in total) gives you 8 hearts! 
So what happens if there are 2 octopuses? They have 16 legs between them, leaving 2 legs spare 
for one diver. Having 2 octopuses and 1 diver gives us 6 eyes and 7 hearts, meaning we need 3 
fish to make the correct number of eyes and hearts (3 x 2 = 6 eyes, and 3 x 1 = 3 hearts). 
So there are 2 octopuses, 1 diver and 3 fish! Hooray! 

 


